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Regional Conservation Partnership Program,
which will help encourage farmers to work to-
gether to protect water quality, water supplies
or wildlife habitat at watershed or regional
scales. Overall, however, conservation lan-
guage could and should have gone much fur-
ther to provide adequate funding while opti-
mizing results and making it easier for farmers
to apply their conservation knowledge to their
land.

On balance this bill represents the minimum
effort that enabled its passage. It is fiscally ir-
responsible and continues the alarming trend
of subsidizing large agribusiness while cutting
benefits for our most vulnerable Americans.
We can and should do better, and | will con-
tinue working to reform our federal agricultural
policies to that end.

———————

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR
ABORTION AND ABORTION IN-
SURANCE FULL DISCLOSURE
ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today | rise in opposition to H.R. 7, a Re-
publican bill intended only to exacerbate divi-
sions between Americans and to undermine
the rights of American women to access
health care.

H.R. 7 would effectively deny women ac-
cess to health insurance coverage that in-
cludes abortion, by taking away important tax
benefits such as certain tax deductions and
premium tax credits used to help pay for the
cost of health insurance coverage. This bill is
so misguided and invasive that it does not
even allow for coverage when a woman’s
health is in danger.

Despite the Republicans’ “pro-business”
stance, this bill would also limit small busi-
nesses’ ability to claim existing health care de-
ductions or claim the Small Business Health
Tax Credit for those businesses that offer their
employees comprehensive health insurance
that includes abortion.

Limiting access to these tax deductions and
tax credits not only adversely impacts the em-
ployees and the small businesses, but also
harms the American economy. After all, both
Democrats and Republicans agree that small
businesses are the engines of our economy.

Quite simply, H.R. 7 intrudes upon the rela-
tionship between a woman and her doctor by
limiting a woman’s ability to access health in-
surance coverage that includes coverage of
abortion and in doing threatens a woman’s
health. The notion that women are incapable
of rational decision regarding their own bodies
and their own health does not have any place
in the Twenty-First Century.

So far this year, we have not even had an
opportunity to vote on the extension of unem-
ployment benefits, nor have we had the oppor-
tunity to vote on any meaningful jobs bill. In-
stead, | am ashamed to say that we waste our
time on bills such as H.R. 7 that politicizes
women’s access to health care and takes our
focus off what should be our primary goal—
creating jobs! Jobs! Jobs!

| ask my colleagues to oppose this bill.
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Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and applaud Toni At-
kins on her unanimous selection to be the
next Speaker of the California State Assembly.
Toni’s career of public service in California is
one marked by achievement, perseverance,
and an ability to listen to all points of view.

From Toni’s earliest days in San Diego, it
was apparent that she was devoted to the
public good. She worked as the Director of
Client Services for the Womancare Health
Center. This position reflected Toni’s constant
advocacy for women’s health, including wom-
en’s reproductive choices. These are issues
that she has advanced in both her work as an
elected official, and privately through her “Toni
Atkins Lesbian Health Fund.”

| first started working with Toni in 2000
when we were elected to San Diego’s City
Council. | remember Toni as being a con-
sensus builder, a member who was willing to
bring all interested parties to the table. Toni
looks past partisan labels to come up with
common sense solutions to some of the most
challenging issues facing San Diego.

Toni had many great accomplishments while
serving in the office; she helped pass a living
wage ordinance that boosted pay for thou-
sands of hard working San Diegans and also
passed a bill that expanded the affordable
housing in the city. It was Toni’'s hard work
and fair-mindedness as a legislator which pro-
pelled her to the position of mayor pro-tem of
San Diego, in which she became the first
openly lesbian mayor of the city. Serving in
this position Toni served as an inspiration to
LGBT people, their families and allies every-
where.

Toni’'s commitment was again called to
serve her state; she was elected in 2010 to
the California State Assembly, where she
fights for important issues such as ending
homelessness, and veterans issues. Once
again Toni’s vision and judgment has been
recognized by her colleagues and in a unani-
mous selection, Toni was chosen to lead the
California State Assembly as its Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize my
friend Toni Atkins for her record of achieve-
ment, and her continued commitment to serv-
ing the citizens of California. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Toni as she
goes on to lead California’s State Assembly.

———

LOUISE DREUTH’S RETIREMENT
FROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the accomplishments of
Ms. Louise Dreuth. Louise is retiring from the
federal government this month after more than
26 years of public service in the national secu-
rity arena. She currently works in the Depart-
ment of Defense as a senior congressional
analyst in the Office of the Under Secretary of
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Defense for Intelligence’s Congressional Ac-
tivities office.

Although Louise originally hails from New
York, she graduated from high school and col-
lege in Montgomery County, Maryland, and
has been a longtime resident of Bethesda.
Since she entered the work force, Louise has
had a varied and distinguished career, having
worked in both the legislative branch and ex-
ecutive branch at different times. Notably, Lou-
ise began her government service as a Pro-
fessional Staff Member on The House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence when
the committee was first established in 1977.
No doubt those were interesting and chal-
lenging times, as the new committee worked
to establish ongoing oversight of the Intel-
ligence Community. As a Professional Staff
Member on the HPSCI, Louise played a sig-
nificant role helping the committee develop its
authorization bills, performing research, and
contributing to the critical mission of thorough
oversight.

Louise left the Committee in 1986 to work in
the private sector for several years, but re-
turned to the federal government in 1992 and
joined the Missile Defense Agency (MDA),
where she worked for 13 years in a number of
increasingly challenging legislative and public
affairs positions. Her work at MDA prepared
her well to become the Chief of Communica-
tions for the Counterintelligence Field Activity
(CIFA) when it was established in 2005. Short-
ly after CIFA was merged under the Defense
Intelligence Agency in 2008, Louise joined the
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence (OUSDI), where she is now. She
has handled a busy, high-profile portfolio of
counterintelligence and security legislative
issues in OUSDI’s Congressional Activities of-
fice for the past five years.

Most recently, Louise has led numerous
congressional engagements related to the lat-
est unauthorized disclosures of classified ma-
terial. As so often was true during her career,
Louise’s role has been to advise intelligence
professionals in the Department of Defense on
how to communicate the impact of these leaks
and what DoD and defense intelligence enti-
ties are doing to prevent future disclosures.
Louise has also contributed to Congress’s bet-
ter understanding and oversight of these crit-
ical issues.

At the conclusion of her impressive career
as a national security and legislative affairs
professional, Louise is looking forward to
spending more leisurely days with her hus-
band Mike, their little grandson Ben, and their
adult children Josh and Beth. | know Louise
has been a very devoted daughter to her
mother, and will now be able to see her more
frequently.

And so, Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues
to join me in honoring Ms. Louise Dreuth for
her dedicated public service. Over the course
of more than 26 years in legislative and public
affairs positions within the federal government,
she has advised many national security and
intelligence professionals on how to commu-
nicate important, complex issues to Congress
and the American public. She has made direct
and significant contributions toward positive
relations between the legislative and executive
branches of our government. Louise has con-
sistently brought great credit upon herself and
every office in which she has worked. | thank
her for her service and wish her all the best
in her retirement.
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